There is an earnest desire abroad in the profession to reach, if possible, u true solution of all the ditliculties which beset us in the treatment of cholera. With a strong share in this desire, I have been induced to give publicity to the following remarks and suggestions, in the hope that they may receive their full share of criticism, confident that if even they are found to exert no practical influence in themselves towards our knowedge of this important subject, jet that the discussion, which I am ambitious enough to hope they may provoke, will bring us a few steps further upon our difficult inquiry. Let this be my apology for the succeeding observations.
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That which attracts our attention most forcibly on first examining a patient suffering from cholera, is the sunken appearance of the face, and the cold clammy skin, shrivelled at the extremities. There is no doubt that the coldness of the skin is dependent on a deficiency of blood in the capillary vessels, and that the clammy condition is due, not to exosmosis of the watery constituents of the blood, but to the lowered temperature of the surface itself, which, in condensing the quondam vapory exhalations from the sudoriparous follicles, now converts into visible that was previously invisible transpiration. but it is there arrested by the stasis within the branches of the mesenteric and gastric veins, and profuse exosmosis of serous fluid is the natural result, accounting fully for the post-mortem appearances above noted, and for the rice-water evacuations which are equally expelled by the stomach and intestines.
We have now, if the theory hero advanced be admitted to agree, more than any other hitherto prevailing, with all the facts, symptomatic and pathological, observed in cholera, to extend our investigations, and discover, if possible, a remoter cause for the abnormities which that theory assumes. A condition of spasm of any portion of the muscular apparatus within the body naturally suggests one of exalted excitability of the nervous centres supplying it ; and as, in this case, the irregularity of muscular action lies in the fibres distributed over the channels of circulation, we infer that the cause lies in the sympathetic system of nerves, the arterial branches of which are independent of the cerebrospinal centres. Nor are other indications wanting to lead to the conclusion that the ganglionic centres of organic nervous supply arc more or less under the influence of unusual excitement. The whole of the alimentary tract, from the stomach to the rectum, is thrown into violent activity, and as this is obviously not the result of irritation from without, through acrid discharges exuded into their cavities, (for these exhibit no characteristics indicative of such acridity),* it must 3-I admit that the existence of painful cramps, which are generally observed to attack patients suffering from cholera, There are many points in the consideration of this important subject, which, for want of sufficient collection of verified facts, we must necessarily leave to conjecture. We sadly need carefully conducted enquiries regarding post-mortem appearances immediately after death, before the reflux of blood into its natural channels has produced that increase of temperature generally noticed shortly after death, and especially with regard to the condition of the blood-vessels and glandular ducts ; also results of experimental stimulation in animals, of the whole of the sympathetic system, and also of suppression in its function.
I do not wish to say much regarding treatment, while the theory of the pathology of cholera here advanced is yet so conjectural ; it is enough to remark that the indications it suggests are the following :?
1. To promote elimination of the morbific matter from the body. 
